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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce a number of parts and to improve productivity by 
providing a simple diffraction grating and a deflecting deffraction grating in a light splitting 
diffraction grating. 

SOLUTION: In this composite anisotropic diffraction element, a diffraction grating 1 as a 
simple diffraction grating is provided on the outer surface of a substrate 4 on the side of a 
magnetooptical disk among two substrates 4, 5 interposing a liquid crystal 6. By providing 
a diffraction grating 3 on the inner surface and a diffraction grating 2 on the inner surface 
of the other substrate 5 on the different position, the diffraction gratings 2, 3 act as a 
polarizing diffraction grating. The liquid crystal 6 as an optically anisotropic material is filled 
inside. Consequently, since the optical head device is made small in size and the number 
of parts is reduced, assembling and adjustment are facilitated and the productivity is 
improved. 
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